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Feast of Sacrifices from the Sultan. So the latter paid them
that day, after reprimanding them again, saying, [90] "You
fled and brought a defeat on the Amirs; you did not
fight at all, and disgraced yourselves in the eyes of the
people."

On Wednesday, the 14th, al-Nasiii Muhammed Ibn Shems
al-Dln al-Kusuni, the Chief Doctor arrived at- the Palace. He
had been a prisoner of Ibn 'Othman's in Aleppo, and escaped
thence with the Arabs, and for a considerable sum of
money they brought him to Egypt. He went up and had an
audience of the Sultan. He had altered his appearance,
shaved his chin, and disguised himself as an Arab, and thus
managed to escape. He told his story to the Sultan, and said
that Ibn 'Othman's troops were mutinous ; that he had lost
an enormous number of camels and horses owing to snow in
Syria ; that the prices of everything were exorbitant; that
the troops were suffering from the cold and the snow, and the
loss of their horses. It was reported that Ibn 'Othman's
troops had been in Gaza and had left it and were fleeing to the
hills; and that the Arabs were killing many oi those whom
they found in the villages. On Thursday, the 15th, the
soldiers went up to receive their pay, but the eunuchs said to
them: " Sirs, there is no pay to-day; the country is laid
waste, the roads are infested by the Arabs, and the collectors
and the Sheikhs of the Arabs have not sent any of the amounts
due from them. If by Monday any of it is received it shall
be paid to you." So the troops left the citadel distressed.
It was six months since they had received an issue of ration-
meat, and their pay was in arrears as well.

The same day the Sultan conferred a robe of honour on
Kansuh Rajlah, one of the chief Amirs, who had been Governor
of Katiya, and appointed him Inspector of the Sharkleh
Provinces instead of Kajmas, who had been found incapable
of improving their condition. Elmas, the Western Inspector,
retained his post; and Amir Abrak, the Vizir and Ustadar,
also retained his; the latter's dismissal had been reported.